
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Birthday of John the Baptist 

 

         Today we celebrate the birthday of John the Baptist. Happy Birthday, John! How 

many Christians do you think know about his birthday? I wonder how many Baptists 

celebrate John’s birthday? John was a very important man in God’s plan of salvation. 

And his birthday should be honored and celebrated by every Christian on the face of 

the earth…just like it is being celebrated up in heaven right now. 

     Something Isaiah said is used in reference to the birth of John And this might also be 

said about the rest of us as well. Let me read it again, “Hear me, O coastlands. Listen to 

me, distant peoples. The Lord called me from birth – from my mother’s womb He gave 

me a name. He made me a sharp-edged sword and concealed me in the shadow of His 

arm. ‘You are my servant,’ He said to me.” 

     I suspect all of us were created by God for a very special purpose…and not just for 

our own personal happiness on earth or even in heaven. I think God had in mind what 

He wanted us to do here on earth from the very moment we were born. It is true none 

of us were called to do as big a job as John the Baptist. Still, it is very possible God 

wants each of us to do a special job while we are here in this world. We were all given a 

call…a vocation…a job of sorts that is meant to better this world of ours. 

     A number of years ago, this was brought home to me in a very forceful way. In the 

period of a very short time, I had three very serious accidents. First, I tripped and 

smashed my head into a concrete wall. I was then zapped with electricity and finally I 

was run over by a train. The youth minister at the parish fashioned a card for me to 

commemorate the occasions. The front of the card said, “This is God speaking.” And 

inside it said, “I hit you on the head with a brick. I zapped you with electricity. And I 

ran over you with a train. What do I have to do to get your attention?” 

     Well, that little card did get my attention and, ever since, I have been telling myself, 

“God wants me to do something and I better find out what it is FAST and I better do it.” 

     My vocation, I figure, is to be a priest and to help people become aware Jesus is not 

only coming at the end of time, but He has already come and is still here. Do you 

suppose God had that in mind for me when I was born? Did He say to me what Isaiah 

wrote, “You are my servant through whom I show my glory.” I know you are probably  
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tempted to say, “Sure, that is what He had in mind for you.” Well, that may be so. But 

how about YOU? What does Jesus expect from you? What is your excuse for living? 

     Happy Birthday, John!! 

     

*Inspired by Mark 22:34-40 


